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Assignment 0906
This assignment starts up your reading for this course, seeks to get your “developer rig” up and running, 
and jumpstarts your database activities by making you load up some data.

Outcomes
This assignment will affect your proficiency meas-
ures for outcomes 1c, 3a, 4a, 4c, 4d, 4e, and 4f.

Background Reading
If the Silberschatz/Korth/Sudarshan course text is 
available to you, Chapters 1–3 will shore up the cur-
rent material.

For Submission

Free Private GitHub Repository for Students
Acquire a GitHub account then connect to 
https://github.com/edu and request for a student ac-
count.  You might need to wait a few days for the 
GitHub folks to process it—so make your request 
as soon as possible.
Once you have gotten an account:
• Create a private repository called cmsi486
• Add my GitHub account, dondi, as a collaborator 

for that private repository

Database Loading Exercise
1. Download the plain text data file that has been 

provided for this assignment and write a pro-
gram that uses it to produce an SQL “script” 
that loads the file’s records into your relational 
database. Yes, the file is large enough to dis-
courage you from creating a script by hand! You 
may use any programming or scripting language 
for this task.

2. Load the new file into your database by using 
any of the system’s file-input mechanisms. Yes, 
you are expected to use what you’ve learned in 
class so far to figure out how to do this.

3. Your SQL script should be idempotent: that is, it 
should produce the exact same table, every time.    
If a user loads your script multiple times, it 
should produce the same table data.

4. Test your data load by formulating a simple 
query against the resulting table. Run it and ex-
amine its results.

5. Push the following to your private GitHub re-
pository, under cmsi486/database-loading:
• The source code of the program or script 

that you wrote for converting the plain text 
data file into an SQL script

• A copy of  the SQL script itself
• A text file containing the test query that you 

wrote, your plain English “translation” of 
that query, and the results that the database 
returned for that query (just copy-paste them 
from the console)


