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Topic to Search: The use of goblins and mythological figures and weird demons on me-
dieval cathedrals: Why?  What did they represent?  Why on a religious building???  I 
see them on both Gothic and Romanesque cathedrals. 

Words or Ideas to Use:  

• medieval or mediaeval 

• goblins, mythological, demons 

• cathedrals, churches, duomo 

• religious, Dark Ages 

• sculptures, roofs, towers 

Type of Search Resource: Online, then Printed (see below) 
Name of Resource: Dictionary of Art 
Date Consulted: February 2, 2018 

Exact phrases and queries tried: 

Phrase/Query: “Medieval” in online database index.  

Did it Work: Didn’t work but I saw Medieval Art heading.  I don’t know why it didn’t work; I 
saw it in headings but not on list of links. 

How Useful: Results were not useful at all (uhh, because there were none). 

Phrase/Query: “Medieval” as alphabetical entry in printed version. 

Did it Work: Somewhat worked; found entries but too general, too many topics to cover 

How Useful: Results were not pertinent, but interesting 

Phrase/Query: “Medieval” in index of printed version, looking for other entries that re-
lated to “medieval.” 

Did it Work: This worked because it led me to “gargoyles,” which I hadn’t thought of.  Ar-
ticle did not answer my topic directly, but had good leads like Sheridan & Ross’ Gar-
goyles & Grotesques, Bridaham’s Gargoyles, Chimeres, etc. 

How Useful: Results were useful.  About friggin’ time. 

Exercise and art example derived from Alexander Justice’s LIBA 125 course materials. 



Jane Watson HNRS 2000 Research & Exhibition                                                                            
Search Journal: The Results February 10, 2018                                                                             

Resource(s) That Yielded This Result: Dictionary of Art (for citation), then LINUS, then 
LINK+ (book not found in LMU) 
Type of Source: book 

Citation Information: 

Author: Lester Burbank Bridaham 
Title: Gargoyles, chimeres, and the grotesque in French Gothic sculpture 

Year: 1930 

Publisher: Architectural book publishing co., inc., New York 

Initial Impression: 

Gave a whole lot of information about gargoyles and the other kinds of monsters por-
trayed on medieval churches and cathedrals. 

Lots of good pictures, both the familiar ones like at Notre Dame and Chartres, but 
also others from  Romanesque churches in northern Italy (including a strange her-
maphrodite one) 

Not in great detail on my question, but basically said that some think the "monsters" 
were there to show the dangers of the world outside the refuge of the church build-
ing, and by analogy, of the world outside the Church (p. 32).  Others think that the gar-
goyles were there to protect it, or were just pagan leftovers to satisfy popular 
public tastes.  (but I'm beginning to doubt that).  

Overall, a good source, with a useful bibliography. *** got 2 more sources from 
there! 

…which Jane might have also chosen to record if  she had found them; or she might 
record the other lead from the Dictionary of  Art (the Sheridan & Ross book). 

Exercise and art example derived from Alexander Justice’s LIBA 125 course materials. 


