
CMSI 186-01, 186-04
P R O G R A M M I N G  L A B O R A T O R Y  

Spring 2015 

Assignment 0127
This assignment focuses on process rather than product, so can be safely done in a public repository as we 
await the approval of  your respective educational GitHub accounts. 

Outcomes
This assignment will affect your proficiency mea-
sures for outcomes 1a–1c, 2a, 3a, and 3d–3f. 

Not for Submission
Keep on reading the Java Tutorials: 

http://docs.oracle.com/javase/tutorial/ 
At this point you should have completed Learning 
the Java Language and may have gone slightly be-
yond. You will probably have a ton of  questions as 
well—which will work out nicely as we start dis-
cussing Java the language in class. 

For Submission
Version Control Practice
Perform the following steps precisely on a GitHub 
repository under your account. The GitHub com-
mit log serves as the main artifact that demon-
strates successful completion of  the work. 

Write and save the program below to a GitHub 
repository in five (5) distinct, well-described commits. 
Each commit must compile and run without errors, 
even if  it does not run completely yet. This should 
give you an idea of  the difference between a broken 
program vs. an unfinished one. 
The program is expressly designed so that it is fair-
ly easy to phase it into five meaningful commits, 
even if  you don’t know Java that well yet. Your 
[expected] prior knowledge of  JavaScript should 
give you some decent clues on how to stage this 
code gradually. 

How to Turn It In
I will assume that you are doing this work on the 
GitHub repository for which you have made me a 
collaborator. I will also ask that you add one or 
more TAs as a collaborator on this repository as 
well—we’ll give out GitHub accounts in class. 

The Program: PrintArgumentLengths.java
Remember, it’s not enough to just copy-paste this into GitHub. Type out the code a little at a time in a sepa-
rate editor. The moment you can get it to compile and run (even if  it is not yet complete), submit a version 
of  the file into GitHub. Describe what you did in the commit fields such that someone reading the descrip-
tion can understand what changed for this commit. 

public class PrintArgumentLengths { 
    public static void main(String[] args) { 
        if (args.length == 0) { 
            System.out.println("Usage: java PrintArgumentLengths <any number of arguments>"); 
            return; 
        } 

        for (String arg: args) { 
            System.out.println("arg: " + arg + ", length: " + arg.length()); 
        } 
    } 
}


